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Taliban reap a peace dividend
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Taliban reap a peace dividend
By Syed Saleem Shahzad

KARACHI - As the temperature rises in the southern mountain vastness of Afghanistan and the melting snow floods
the rivers, a blizzard of militancy awaits North Atlantic Treaty Organization troops. At the same time, Pakistan is firmly
in the spotlight as Western dignitaries flood to the country to back the new government's resolve for peace talks with
local militants to lay down their arms to pave the way for the isolation of al-Qaeda.

Most recently, British Foreign Secretary David Miliband and European Union foreign policy chief Javier Selana were in
Pakistan to support the government's initiative. Senior government and military officials from the United States are
expected soon.

In what has been hailed as a significant move, the sub-nationalist
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